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Arslohgo, "Skeye—Optician Issues", Digital composition, 4961 × 3508 pixels, CMYK color space, 300 DPI. 

 

Arslohgo’s “Skeye—Optician Issues” operates at the precarious intersection of optical 

precision and visual deception, between the promise of clarity and the reality of blurred 

perception. The title itself establishes a multilayered wordplay: “Skeye” fuses “Sky” and 

“Eye” into a neologism that references both the vastness of the heavens and the organ of 

sight—a fusion that generates additional layers of meaning through its homophonic 

resonance. 
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T h e  P h o r o p t e r  P a r a d o x  

At the composition’s center hovers a phoropter—that ophthalmological measuring instrument used 

in optometry to determine refractive errors. Yet instead of creating clarity through its lenses, the 

device itself becomes a portal to a cloud-covered landscape. This inversion of function transforms 

the diagnostic instrument into a window to blur, where the numerical gradations (40, 35, 30, 25) 

and diopter measurements lose their precise meaning and become abstract markers of an 

immeasurable reality. 

T h e  D i s s o l u t i o n  o f  B o u n d a r i e s  

The eye that looks through the phoropter—or is it the eye looking back at us?—appears in a peculiar 

doubling: both as anatomical detail with precisely rendered eyelashes and as an atmospheric 

phenomenon dissolving into cloud formations. This fusion of micro- and macrocosm evokes the 

Romantic tradition of nature contemplation, yet inverts it into the technical-diagnostic realm. The 

sky becomes the fundus of the eye, the iris a meteorological event. 

O p t i c a l  I l l u s i o n  a s  T r u t h  P r i n c i p l e  

The “Optician Issues” of the title point to a fundamental problem: what happens when the 

instruments of correction themselves need correcting? The phoropter, designed to identify and 

quantify vision defects, becomes here a symbol for the impossibility of objective perception. The 

blurred cloud formations manifesting through its lenses suggest that every attempt at optical 

optimization ultimately produces only new distortions. 

T h e  P o e t i c s  o f  I m p a i r e d  V i s i o n  

Arslohgo stages a meditation on the human condition of seeing: condemned to perception without 

ever achieving certainty about the accuracy of our visual impressions. The phoropter’s numerical 

scales—supposedly guarantors of precision—float meaninglessly in space, unable to capture the 

ephemeral quality of clouds and light. The work thus articulates a critique of the quantifiability of 

aesthetic experience and the illusion of technical mastery over vision. 

 

Sky + Eye = Skeye: the instrument that should resolve the blur becomes the blur’s most 

precise instrument. The diopter scales float in cloud. The corrections need correcting. 

There is no Archimedean point outside the eye—only lenses, each one adding its own 

distortion to the next. 

 

 

Medium: Digital Composition 


