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Arslohgo, “Pump Modern Colonization”. Digital composition. CMYK, 300 dpi. 

 

A Visual Indictment of the New Colonialism 

In his provocative digital work Pump Modern Colonization, artist Arslohgo succeeds in 

distilling the essence of a disturbing political turning point into a single, piercingly 

powerful image. This piece is not merely political commentary—it is a visual wake-up call. 
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Formal Analysis 

The composition captivates through its technical sophistication and symbolic density. The 

silhouette of Greenland—that Arctic territory that has become a pawn in geopolitical 

power games—merges with the unmistakable profile of a face. The contours of the island 

become the physiognomy of power itself. The artist employs a cool, almost icy color 

palette of cyan and blue tones that not only references Greenland's Arctic location but also 

evokes an emotional coldness—the coldness of power politics that reduces human beings 

to mere commodities. 

Particularly striking is the texture within the silhouette: the churning sea that fills the 

upper portion of the head can be read as a metaphor for inner turmoil—whether the storm 

raging in the mind of the powerful or the storm his policies unleash. The waves surge 

where the brain should be, as if the artist were saying: what dwells here is not rational 

thought, but the raw, unbridled violence of the elements. 

The Language of Symbols 

At the bottom of the image, dollar bills pile up—the universal currency of an empire that 

believes everything has a price. Amid this heap of money stands a protest sign reading 

"GET YOUR tiny HANDS OFF – GREENLAND IS NOT FOR SALE." This element breaks 

through the somber monumentality of the image with a moment of resistance. The 

emphasis on "tiny hands" picks up a popular mocking reference, lending the work a 

satirical edge that connects to the finest traditions of political caricature. 

The title "Illiberal Democracy on the Rise" in the upper portion of the image functions 

like a newspaper headline, explicitly situating the work within the discourse on 

democratic backsliding that political scientists worldwide observe with growing concern. 

Conceptual Depth 

The title "Pump Modern Colonization" reveals its full meaning only upon closer 

examination. "Pump" as a portmanteau of Putin and Trump connects two protagonists 

who—despite all the differences in their systems—share one thing in common: the belief 

in the right of the powerful to claim territories and resources at will. 
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The artist himself references Marx's famous dictum that history repeats itself "first as 

tragedy, then as farce"—adding that we are currently witnessing both simultaneously. 

This interpretation strikes a nerve: what appears as farce—the notion of treating a 

sovereign territory like a real estate transaction—carries within it the seeds of genuine 

tragedy. 

Historical Resonance 

"Pump Modern Colonization" places itself within the tradition of political art from Goya 

to Heartfield to Banksy. Like the best works in this tradition, Arslohgo does not sacrifice 

aesthetic quality for the sake of message, but instead finds a form that fuses content and 

design into unity. The merging of map and portrait recalls Surrealist techniques, while 

the dark color scheme borrows from film noir and dystopian science fiction. 

Critical Assessment 

The work avoids the trap that ensnares much political art: exhausting itself in heavy-

handed obviousness. Instead, it opens up multiple readings: Is the face perpetrator or 

puppet? Does Greenland devour the head, or is Greenland being devoured by the head? 

This ambivalence lends the image a visual tension that invites repeated viewing. 

Perhaps the work's most powerful effect lies in what it does not show: the people of 

Greenland, whose fate is being negotiated without anyone ever asking them. Their 

absence from the image is their loudest accusation. 

Conclusion 

"Pump Modern Colonization" is a work that captures its moment in time—the tragic farce 

of an era in which democracies undermine themselves and colonialism returns dressed 

up as dealmaking. Arslohgo has created an image that stays with you: dark, accusatory, 

and yet not without that spark of resistance at the bottom of the frame, reminding us that 

history is not only repeated but can also be redirected. 

 

Medium: Digital Composition 


