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Arslohgo, "POEtica", Digital composite,3508 x 4961 pixels, CMYK, 300 DPI. 

 

This digital artwork by Arslohgo presents itself as a multilayered meditation on the fusion 

of historical avant-garde and contemporary digital aesthetics. The composition features a 

heavily stylized portrait rendered in muted blue-green tones, creating a melancholic, 

almost ghostly atmosphere. 

T y p o g r a p h y  a n d  T h e o r e t i c a l  F r a m i n g  

Typography plays a central role: “POETICA” as the title immediately establishes a literary context, 

while the French phrase “STRUCTURALIST AVANT LA LETTRE” (“Structuralist before the letter” 

/ “ahead of his time”) points to complex theoretical discourses. This wordplay suggests an 
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engagement with structuralism—that intellectual movement which understands language and 

culture as systems of signs. 

D e l i b e r a t e  D a m a g e  a n d  t h e  A e s t h e t i c  o f  D e c a y  

The image processing itself appears deliberately “damaged”—the grainy texture, blurred contours, 

and reduced color palette recall old photographs or weathered posters. This aesthetic choice 

underscores the conceptual approach: what is presented here is not just a portrait, but a commentary 

on the fragility of cultural transmission itself. 

T h e  P o e t i c s — S t r u c t u r a l i s m  D i a l e c t i c  

Particularly intriguing is the tension between the proclaimed “poetics” and the structuralist 

approach—two seemingly opposing ways of understanding language. While poetry is often 

associated with emotion and subjectivity, structuralism aims for objective analysis. Arslohgo seems 

to deliberately subvert this dichotomy, holding both in suspension rather than resolving them. 

T e m p o r a l  A m b i g u i t y  

The digital manipulation gives the work a timeless quality—it could be either a relic from the 1960s 

or a contemporary creation. This temporal ambiguity reinforces the statement about the 

timelessness of certain intellectual questions, placing the work at a junction where historical theory 

and present-day digital practice are no longer distinguishable. 

 

As a complete work, “POEtica” functions as a visual essay on the relationship between 

image, text, and meaning—a central concern of both structuralist theory and 21st-

century digital art. Where the portrait blurs, the question sharpens. 

 

 

Medium: Digital Portrait 


