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New Iceland— 
Land of the Unfree 
A Visual Indictment of the American Dream 

by Arslohgo 

 

 
Arslohgo, "New Iceland—Land of the Unfree", Digital composition, 4961 × 3508 pixels, CMYK color space, 300 DPI. 

 

Arslohgo’s digital composition “New ICEland – Land of the Unfree” is an unflinching 

statement on American immigration policy, one that captivates through its sophisticated 

visual language and compels the viewer toward critical reflection. 

C o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  C o l o r  D r a m a t u r g y  

The work operates with a striking chromatic dualism: while the background—the iconic Manhattan 

skyline with One World Trade Center—is bathed in a ghostly gray, the foreground is dominated by 

the figure of an ICE agent in full color saturation. This deliberate choice carries the work’s central 
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message: the vibrant, colorful America fades behind the overwhelming presence of the security 

apparatus. Color—and with it, life itself—is concentrated solely on the enforcer of state power. 

The agent, his back turned to the viewer, becomes the anonymous representative of an institution. 

The camouflage pattern of his tactical vest, the handcuffs, the weapons on his belt—all of this evokes 

not the image of a border guard but of a soldier on combat deployment. The anonymity of the faceless 

figure amplifies the menace: this is not an individual acting, but a system. 

T h e  D e s e c r a t e d  I c o m  

Particularly striking is the depiction of the Statue of Liberty on the right edge of the image. Arslohgo 

shows her not as the majestic monument on Liberty Island but as a street performer—a human figure 

in a cheap costume, wearing sunglasses and holding an American flag. This degradation carries 

cutting irony: the symbol that once promised hope and refuge to millions of immigrants has devolved 

into a tourist curiosity, a purchasable performance for a few dollars in tips. 

The Statue of Liberty as street performer: this is America in the age of ICE. Liberty herself must 

prostitute herself to survive while armed agents dominate the streetscape. 

S p a t i a l  S e m a n t i c s :  P o w e r  a t  t h e  C e n t e r  

The positioning of the figures follows a deliberate hierarchy of power. The ICE agent stands central, 

massive, impossible to overlook—he literally blocks the view of the city behind him. The Statue of 

Liberty, by contrast, is pushed to the margin, smaller, paler, marginalized. This spatial arrangement 

mirrors political reality: the ideals of American democracy are literally pushed to the sidelines while 

the security apparatus occupies the center. 

T h e  T i t l e  a s  K e y :  I c e l a n d  /  L a n d  o f  t h e  U n f r e e  

“New ICEland – Land of the Unfree” plays virtuously with layers of meaning. The wordplay between 

Iceland and the agency ICE opens an ironic comparison: while the Nordic nation regularly ranks 

among the freest countries in the world, “ICEland” represents the exact opposite. The subtitle “Land 

of the Unfree” inverts the American national anthem and marks the complete collapse of America’s 

self-image. 

The work derives its urgency from the historical paradox it visualizes: the United States, a nation 

that owes its greatness to immigration—from the Pilgrim Fathers through the immigration waves of 

the 19th century to the tech entrepreneurs of Silicon Valley—now turns against those who dream the 

same dream as the ancestors of today’s Americans once did. 

P o l i t i c a l  A r t  i n  t h e  T r a d i t i o n  o f  G o y a  a n d  
H e a r t f i e l d  

The technical execution—the precise montage, the skillful handling of saturation and contrast, the 

thoughtful composition—reveals an artist who has mastered his craft and places it in service of a 
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political statement. In an era when political communication often drowns in euphemisms and 

diversionary tactics, Arslohgo’s unvarnished visual language possesses a refreshing clarity. The work 

does not seek to please; it seeks to confront. 

“New ICEland – Land of the Unfree” connects to the tradition of engaged political art from Goya to 

Daumier to Heartfield: it makes the abstract concrete, the political personal, and the overlooked 

impossible to ignore. The slogan “MAFA – Make America Free Again” inscribes into the image not 

just a demand but an implicit question: what would it take for the Statue of Liberty to step down 

from the corner and reclaim the center? 

 

Gray city. Colorful agent, back turned. Liberty at the margin in a costume, flag in 

hand. Iceland is free. ICEland is not. The image holds what the anthem refuses to say: 

that the land of the free has outsourced its freedom—and put it on the corner to 

perform for tips. 

 

 

Medium: Digital Composition 


